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Elise Ackerman joined the San Jose Mercury News in March 2000 as a technology 
writer. She covers the Internet and companies like Google, Yahoo and Microsoft. 
Previously, she has been a senior editor at U.S. News and World Report, writing about 
business and political scandals. 

John Markoff has written about the field of technology for over 30 years at such 
notable publications as The San Francisco Examiner and The New York Times.   
He’s been nominated several times for the Pulitzer Prize. He is currently a senior writer 
covering computers and technology issues and an adjunct faculty member at the Stanford 
University Journalism Department.

Richard Waters is responsible for the West Coast editorial coverage of the 
Financial Times and FT.com. He also leads the FT’s coverage of the information 
technology industry. He has won awards for his coverage of Google’s IPO, the bankruptcy 
of Bank of Credit and Commerce International, and his reporting on accountancy.

Sam Whitmore (emcee) has practiced and studied tech journalism for 25 years. 
After 14 successful years at Ziff Davis Publishing, where he served as a news-breaking 
reporter, columnist and editor-in-chief for PC Week, Whitmore established Sam 
Whitmore’s Media Survey (SWMS), a tech media analysis service designed to help PR  
pros win coverage for their clients.

J. Michael Arrington is a serial entrepreneur and the founder of TechCrunch, 
a blog covering startups and technology news, on June 11, 2005. In his previous career as a 
securities lawyer, his clients included idealab, Netscape, Pixar, Apple. In May 2008, Time 
Magazine named Michael Arrington as one of the world’s 100 most influential people.  

Mark Veverka is West Coast Editor and a columnist at Barron’s, where  
he writes feature stories and the weekly “Plugged In” column on technology.  
He is also a contributor to the Fox Business Network and was formerly a regular  
on CNBC’s Power Lunch.

Ann Winblad (moderator) is the co-founding Partner of Hummer Winblad 
Venture Partners. Ann has over 30 years of experience in the software industry as a 
successful software entrepreneur, strategy advisor, technical author and venture capitalist. 
Her background and experience have been chronicled in many national business and 
trade publications.

5-6 p m 
Registration and Cocktail Hour

7-8 p m 
Panel Presentation

6-7 p m 
Dinner

8-8:30 p m 
Audience Q&A

8:30-9:30 p m 
Networking


